4.The Rattrap (Flamingo)
The rat trapper was a poor man who made and sold rattraps by begging, borrowing or stealing the materials. This story is set in Sweden. The rat trapper trudged through a thick forest till he came to humble home where his host offered him a night’s stay along with porridge and tobacco to smoke.
The next morning they went their ways. The crofter had shown him where he kept his money----thirty kroners from the sale of milk, in a leather pouch, hanging from a nail in the window.
The rat trapper went his way, returned, smashed a window pane and stole the money, keeping the pouch back in its place.
Then he went away, kept walking, feeling lost till he saw the light of the Ramsjo Iron mills. He entered and went off to sleep. He was met by the owner of the mill, who came on his evening round. He saw him and mistook him to be his old friend and comrade Nils-olof. He requested him to come to his home for Christmas but he declined.
Then he sent his daughter Edla to convince the rat trapper that he should go to their home for Christmas and he agreed, and on reaching there was shaved, bathed, given clean clothes and good food and a bed.
The next morning the ironmaster was shocked to see the man. Why, he thought, is this man not Nils o lof? He is some body else---a common thief. He told him to go away but Edla intervened. She fed  He ate and slept, ate and slept. The next day the iron master and his daughter went to church. There they heard that a crofter’s money had been stolen by  a rat trapper. The ironmaster feared that he would have stolen all their silver cutlery, but on reaching home they found he had left a gift for Edla.
( Edla had welcomed him warmly and even invited him for the next year’s Christmas.
In the rattrap were three ten kronor notes and a letter. He had written that Edla had restored his confidence and happiness by giving him the respect of a captain. Now he was happy he had not fallen into the trap the world had prepared for him.
He was able to rise to the level of a Captain, thanks to the goodness and kindness of Edla.
This story is about the deep influence of goodness, love, kindness and forgiveness, on a common man.
Word                                       Meaning
1.impenetrable prison        can not get in or out of a prison easily
2.unwonted                           unusual; unexpected
3.rags                                       torn clothes
4.plod                                      walk slowly
5.resort to                              fall back upon
6.snare                                    a trap
7.incredulous                          not believing
8.descending                            coming down
9.summoned                           to call to order
10.maw                                     mouth of animal
11.sooty                                    black
12.vagabond                            rascal
13.haughty                                proud; conceited
14.indifferent                           not caring
15.pedlar                                   a man who sells his goods while walking
16.inconspicious                     not noticed
17.apprentice                          a learner
18.apparently                           seen, on the surface
19.compassionately                with kindness
20.foreboding                            feeling that something bad is about to happen
21.downhill                                deteriorated
22.dessimulate                            hide one’s feelings or hide the truth
23.splendour                               grandeur
24.acquaintance                         someone you know, but not too well
25.interceded                              be the go-between
26.boundless                                unending
27.amazement                             surprise
28.dejected                                  sad
29.valet                                        attendant of a gentleman
[bookmark: _GoBack]30.contrary                                    opposite of
